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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE         

Mario Lemieux Foundation will establish an 
Austin’s Playroom in THE TREEHOUSE  
at Small Town Hope 

The Mario Lemieux Foundation partners with Small Town Hope, Inc. to create a 

health and education focused treehouse  in Cambria County, PA 

Northern Cambria, PA. January 9, 2018 - The Mario Lemieux Foundation is partnering with Small Town 

Hope, Inc., a non-profit organization focused upon the health and wellness of children, to establish an 

Austin’s Playroom in northern Cambria County. The playroom will be constructed as an 800 square foot 

treehouse on a rural plot of land in Susquehanna Township, Cambria County. Small Town Hope, Inc. is 

dedicated to improving the health conditions of children through educational programs in a fun location 

like a treehouse. Small Town Hope will operate the facility and provide programming Monday – 

Saturday throughout the year. The facility is expected to open later this year. 

“I am proud to be a part of Small Town Hope because we are changing hearts and minds of all the 

children we interact with one day at a time.  There are several programs and activities, which Small Town 

Hope generates, and Austin’s Playroom is an enormous part of that.  We are so grateful to be partnering 

with the Mario Lemieux Foundation to allow children of all ages to experience the security of a safe 

environment with a fantastic atmosphere located within a rural community.  Thank you Mario Lemieux 

Foundation for making this dream a reality so all the children can benefit!  (Katie Toole – Board Chair of 

Small Town Hope).  

Small 

Town Hope 



The Mario Lemieux Foundation was created in 1993 by hockey legend Mario Lemieux. The Foundation is 

dedicated to raising funds for cancer research and patient care, as well as Austin’s Playrooms, an 

initiative that creates playrooms for children and families in medical facilities. More information about 

the Lemieux Foundation can be found at www.mariolemieux.org. 

Small Town Hope, Inc. was created in 2015 and is led by their Chief Executive Officer, Mandi L. Paronish 

MSN, RN, CPN. They serve and support the health and wellness of the pediatric population by creating 

and supporting unique programs designed to inspire, educate, & strengthen the dynamics of the family.   

Local Cambria County Foundations, Lee Initiatives and the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies, 

are proud supporters of The Small Town Hope Treehouse. More information about this exciting project 

and ways you can support the treehouse can be found at www.smalltownhope.org.  


